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1. Course Description
Western Composition (pt 2) covers research paper writing  and introduces aspects of practical writing through online blog writing. 
Building off students' understanding of western writing conventions (from the fall semester), this course extends the writing process to research and documentation of sources. Students will document and incorporate research to effectively support thoughts and ideas in a research essay written in blog form for a western audience.
This course will also introduce several aspects of practical writing. Students will produce various documents, such as reports, online articles, essay examinations, and application letters and résumés. 

2. General Curriculum Objectives:
The student will...
· Utilize the writing process to construct a online research blog.

· Adhere to western writing conventions when developing and supporting ideas with external research. 

· Present research to a target audience. 

· Produce written artifacts demonstrating practical writing skills. 

3. Specific Objectives:  
The student will be able to...
· Evaluate the credibility of sources.

· Formulate a thesis.

· Support the thesis using credible sources.

· Document sources in a format recognized by a western audience.

· Evaluate when to summarize, paraphrase, or directly quote and do so without plagiarizing.

· Construct a report.

· Construct online articles.

· Construct a résumé and job application letter.

· Construct a professional email.
4. Requirements: 
a. Attendance is required for all class periods.  An unexcused absence will result in a deduction of 2 points from the final grade; an excused absence will result in a deduction of 1 point from the final grade (an official excuse note must be provided).  Any student missing 1/3 or more of the class hours will be disqualified according to university policy.

b. Classroom behavior: Students are expected to be attentive during instruction and engaged during skill development activities.

c. Students must read assigned portions of the textbook.
d. Assessment:
	Presentations
	5%

	Attendance
	10%

	Practical Writing
	20%

	Final Examination 
	25%

	Blog/Research Project
	40%



Assessment Description:
Blog/Research Assignments: Students will produce a blog outside of class  along with several entries that demonstrate mastery of content covered in class, including a detailed research paper.
Final Examination: Students will be tested over information covered in lectures and readings from the textbook.
Practical Writing: Students will construct and assimilate a report, an online article, a professional email, and a résumé and application letter.
Presentations: Students will present their research papers.
5.
Methods/Materials
· Methods of Instruction

· Lecture with PowerPoint

· In-class Writing

· Peer Review

· Teamwork / Cooperative Learning

· Student Presentations

· Required Materials: 
· College Writing Skills with Readings, by John Langan.

· Writing Notebook (Must be medium sized. Required every week) 

· Writing utensil (Pen or Pencil).

· Access to a computer for researching articles, creating a blog and typing and/or printing assignments.
6.
Class Schedule
	Week
	Class Topic(s)/Assessment Dates
	Date

	1
	Introduction and Review of Western Writing
	Feb 24 – Feb 28

	2
	Unit 1: Practical Writing 
Online Writing (Blog Publishing)
	March 3-7

	3
	Online Writing (Tourism)
	March 10-14

	4
	Taking Essay Exams (Chapter 17; Chapter 44)
	March 17-21

	5
	Job Application Letters, Emails, and Résumés (Chapter 20)
	March 24-28

	6
	Unit 2: Writing a Report
Writing a Summary (Chapter 18)
	*March 31-

April 4

	7
	Writing a Report (Chapter 19)
	April 7-11

	8
	Unit 3: Writing a Research Paper
Online Research (Chapter 22, Step 1)
	** April 14-18

	9
	 MLA Works Cited Documentation (Chapter 22, Step 6)
	April 21-25

	10
	Limit Your Topic and Make Purpose Clear 

(Chapter 22, Step2; Chapter 3)
	***April 28-May 2

	11
	Citing Sources and Plagiarism (Chapter 22, Step 4,6)
	May 5-9

	12
	Sentence Outline with Research 
	May 12-16

	13
	Drafting the Paper
	May 19-23

	14
	Revising and Editing 
	May 26-30

	15
	Presentations
	June 2-6

	16
	Review for Final Exam 
	****June 9-13

	17
	Final Exam
	June 16-20


Schedule Notes: 


*April 4-6 – No classes (Tomb-sweeping holiday). 
** April 17-18 – No classes (Spring Sports Tournament). These classes are not made up.
*** May 1-May 3 – No classes (Labor Day). Classes on May 2nd are moved to Saturday, May 4th
****June 10-12—No classes (Dragon Boat Festival). Classes on June 10 are moved to Saturday, June 8; classes on June 11 are moved to Sunday, June 9. 
7.
Other information
All students are expected to do all of their own work. When writing essays, this includes coming up with your own ideas and communicating your ideas using your own words. When writing research papers, all sources should be cited. Copying and pasting from the internet is strictly prohibited. The university’s plagiarism and cheating policies are in effect.

Plagiarizing in this class will result in a zero on the assignment in question.

