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1.  Course Description:
This course will develop the students' understanding and utilization of western writing conventions in order to effectively communicate thoughts and ideas in an international setting. In order to meet this objective, this course will discuss cultural compositional differences, the writing process, and types of essays. Students will submit two essays to demonstrate mastery of this course.
2.  General Curriculum Objectives:  The students will…

1. Compare compositional differences between western and Chinese writing styles.

2. Apply the writing process to write and revise two main essays.

3. Determine the best type of essay according to purpose and audience. 

4. Improve in technical writing skills, such as coherency and use of grammar. 
3.  Specific Objectives:  The student will be able to… 

Upon completion of this course, students will identify and explain cultural differences between Chinese and western compositions. They will understand the organization of a western-style essay: introduction, thesis, topic sentences, body paragraphs, and conclusion. The student will demonstrate proficiency in writing the following types of essays: 

1.  Compare and contrast writing.

2. Argumentative writing.

The student will also utilize the writing process: prewriting, topic selection, thesis writing, outlining, drafting and revision. Students will also learn how to edit and revise peer essays. 

4.  Requirements: 
a.  Attendance is required for all class periods. An unexcused absence will result in a deduction of 2 points from the final grade; an excused absence will result in a deduction of 1 point from the final grade (an official excuse note must be provided).  Any student missing 1/3 or more of the class hours will be disqualified according to university policy.
b.  Classroom behavior: No electronic devices (phones, mp3s, etc.) permitted.  Students are expected to be attentive during instruction and engaged during skill development activities.
c.  Students must read assigned portions of the textbook.
d.  Assessment:

	Homework 
	5%

	Attendance
	10%

	Final Examination
	20%

	Midterm Essay; Compare/Contrast
	25%

	Final Essay; Argumentation
	40%

	Total
	100%



e.  Descriptions of Assessments:
Final Examination: Students will be tested over information covered in lectures and assigned readings from the textbook.
Midterm Essay: Students will submit their compare and contrast essay.
Final Essay: Students will submit their argumentation essay.

5.  Methods / Materials:
a.  Methods of Instruction: PowerPoint lecture, cooperative learning, in-class writing, peer review. 

b.  Materials: 

i. Textbook: College Writing Skills with Readings, by John Langan.

ii. Notebook for taking notes and in-class writing activities.

iii. Writing utensil.

iv. Access to a computer for typing and printing writing assignments. 
6.  Class Schedule:



Schedule Notes: 


* September 30th through October 6th is a National Holiday.  Classes on September 30th are moved to September 28th. Classes on October 4th are moved to September 29th.
** Thursday, Nov. 28th is American Thanksgiving.  Classes are optional. 
*** Due to Christmas holiday, December 24th and 25th classes may be rescheduled or canceled.
7.  Other information:
All students are expected to do their own work. When writing essays, this includes coming up with your own ideas and communicating your ideas using your own words. Copying and pasting from the internet is strictly prohibited. The university’s plagiarism and cheating policies are in effect.
Week�
Course Topics / Assessments�
Date�
�
1�
Class Syllabus/Introductions; Diagnostic Writing�
Sept 2nd - 6th �
�
2�
Introduction to Western Writing (3-20)�
Sept 9th – 13th �
�
3�
The Writing Process (22-37)�
Sept 16th– 20th�
�
4�
First three steps of an Essay (48-93)�
Sept 23rd – 27th�
�
5�
No class; Monday classes rescheduled (National Holiday)�
Sept 30th-Oct 4th* �
�
6�
Fourth step in writing an essay; Midterm Essay Introduction (101-122)�
Oct 7th– 11th�
�
7�
Four bases for revising essays (135-148) Essay Intro due�
Oct 14th– 18th �
�
8�
Intro to Essay Development (pg 163); Essay body due�
Oct 21st – 25th�
�
9�
Compare & Contrast Essay Revision and Editing; Workshop 


�
Oct 28th– Nov 1st �
�
10�
Compare & Contrast Essay Due; Intro to Argumentation essay (pg 319)�
Nov 4th– 8th �
�
11�
Descriptive and Narrative Essays (pg 170 & pg 191)�
Nov 11th– 15th �
�
12�
Examples and Process (pg 207 & 245) Essay Introduction due�
Nov 18th– 22nd�
�
13�
Cause and Effect (pg 245) Essay body due�
Nov 25th– 29th**�
�
14�
Definitive Essays (286) Conclusion due�
Dec 2nd– 6th �
�
15�
Argumentation Essay Revision and Editing; Workshop�
Dec 9th – 13th �
�
16�
Argumentation Essay Due; Division and Classification (pg 303)�
Dec 16th– 20th �
�
17�
Review for Final Examination �
Dec 23rd- 27th***


�
�
18�
Final Examination�
Dec 30th – Jan 3rd �
�
 








