
Western Composition
Final Examination Preparation Study Sheet
Papers should all be given to me before June 10th.

After June 10th, your research essay is late.

What will be on the final   examination?  
Vocabulary
Grammar
Aspects of writing
Works citing

How will this effect my   grade?  
Your written final is 25% of your grade in my 
class.
Research Paper 15%
Blog Project 25%
Practical Writing 20%
Presentation 5%
Attendance 10%

How should I study??
All of the information that will be on your final examination was either in your book (assigned 
readings), notes, PPT's and from the worksheets on the website.
I will not put anything on the website that we didn't look at or cover in class.
This examination will be harder than the one last semester, so make sure you study!

Things from last term:
You will need to remember several things from last term. Mainly things that apply to writing that you 
should still know.
Take a look at some of the PPT's from last term. They are all on the website.

What are the four steps in the writing process 
(in the proper order)? (Chapter 6)
Prewriting
Drafting
Revising
Editing

What are the 4 bases of writing an essay? 
(Chapters 3-5)
Unity
Support
Coherence
Sentence Skills

What are the four steps in essay writing, in 
order? (Chapter 6) (NOT PROCESS)
Begin with a Point or a Thesis
Support the Thesis with Specific Evidence
Organize and Connect the Specific Evidence

Know all 6 strategies for revising sentences 
effectively. (Chapter 5)
Parrellelism
Consistent Point of View
Specific Words
Active Verbs
Concise Words
Vary your Sentences



What are the 4 patterns of essay development? 
(Chapter 7)
Description
Narration
Exposition
Argumentation

What are the 6 types of 'Exposition' essays? 
Examples
Process
Cause and Effect
Comparison and Contrast
Definition
Division and Classification

Be able to define   exposition   essays.  
Example: 
Providing examples for things that happen in everyday life. To explain statements.
Process: 
Describes the method by which an event, task, or goal is completed
Cause and Effect: 
Distinguishes the connections between a certain event and what has caused it, defines what cause is and 
what effect is in some particular case.
Comparison and Contrast: 
analyze the differences and/or the similarities of two distinct subjects.
Definition: 
the essay that explains what this or that word or concept means. The concept may vary from a concrete 
to highly abstract one.
Division and Classification: 
breaking a large subject into smaller ones so a person can understand the subject more clearly. 

Define patterns of essay   development  
Description: 
a verbal picture of a person, place or thing. 

Exposition: 
the writer provides information about and explain 
a specific subject

Narration: 
writer tells the story of something that happened.

Argumentation: 
the writer attempts to support a controversial point 
or to defend a position on which there is a 
difference of opinion.

Know how to fix 'Run-on' Sentences
That dog is the one that helped me he still scares 
me.
That dog is the one that helped me, but he still 
scares me.

Be able to tell me at   least   4 kinds of practical   
writing.
Blogs
Resume
Cover Letter/Job Application Letter
Essay Exams
E-mails 



Know how to recognize and fix Misplaced or Dangling   Modifiers  
Be able to recognize and define misplaced and dangling modifiers
Misplaced modifier - words that, because of 
awkward placement, do not describe what the 
writer intended them to describe.

Dangling modifier-  modifier that opens a 
sentence must be followed immediately by the 
word it is meant to describe.  
Ex: 'While reading the newspaper, my dog sat 
with me on the front steps'
While reading the newspaper, I sat with my dog 
on the front steps.

Subject-Verb Agreement
The subject and verb must agree in number. This means both need to be singular or both need to be 
plural.
Be able to recognize, define and correct errors in subject-verb agreement.

Remember the 4 different kinds we   talked about  
Words between subject and verb
Verb before subject
Compound subject
Indefinite pronouns
Annie and her brothers (is, are) 
at school.

Either my mother or my father 
(is, are) coming to the meeting.

The dog or the cats (is, are) 
outside.

Essay Exams
Be able, in your own words, to tell me how to prepare for an essay exam. 
Step 1: Anticipate ten probable questions
Step 2: Prepare and memorize an informal outline answer for each question
Step 3: Look at the exam carefully and do several things
Step 4: Prepare a brief, informal outline before writing your essay answer (prewriting)
Step 5: Write a clear, well-organized essay.

What are the   4 qualities   of a well written answer to an essay examination?  
1. Well Focused 2. Well Organized 3. Well Supported 4. Well Packaged

Resume and Job Application   Letter/Cover Letter  
What is a Resume?
A summary of your personal background and your 
qualifications for a job. 
It allows your potential employer to see, with just 
a glance, whether you are suited for a job opening.

What is a Job Application/Cover Letter?
Is a typed letter that goes alongside your Résumé 
to introduce yourself briefly in hopes to make 
potential employers more interested in you.

Pronoun Agreement and   Reference  
A pronoun must agree with the word or words it replaces. If the word the pronoun refers to is singular, 
the pronoun must be singular; if the word is plural, the pronoun must be plural. 
Be able to recognize and edit errors in pronoun agreement and reference. (462)
Eddie left his camera on the bus
His being the pronoun here, taking the place of Eddie's 



A pronoun MUST agree with the word it replaces.
Indefinite pronouns are always singular (463)
Susan's mother wondered if she was tall enough to be a model.
Susan's mother wondered if Susan was tall enough to be a model.

What is a summary?
In a summary, you reduce material in an original work to its main points and key supporting details.
A summary could consist of a single word, a phrase, several sentences, or one or more paragraphs.

Fragments
A phrase or clause written as a sentence but lacking an element, as a subject or verb, that would enable 
it to function as an independent sentence in normative written English.
Recognize a sentence fragment and be able to fix the problem.
After I stopped drinking coffee. I began sleeping better at night.
After I stopped drinking coffee, I began sleeping better at night.
Trying to find a suitable job. I spent all day in the employment office.
I spent all day in the employment office, trying to find a suitable job.

What is a Report?
A subjective response to an article or other kind of writing.

Vocabulary
Credibility: The quality of being trusted in or 
believed in.

Source: A place of beginning. The source of 
information could be a person, the internet, 
databases, books, magazines, newspapers, and 
more.

Site: A place. Cite: quote someone; give credit to someone's 
words or ideas.

Parenthetical Citation: involves placing relevant 
source information in parentheses after a quote or 
a paraphrase. 

Paraphrase: Put someone else’s ideas into your 
own words

Summarize: Condense someone else’s words or 
ideas

Plagiarism: Presenting another person’s ideas or 
words as if they were your own.

Sources online vs.   Sources in a book  
Be able to tell me at least 2 differences between sources online and sources in a book.
1. Anyone with web access can publish. 3. Author and qualifications may be unclear.
2. Articles may be biased or misleading. 4. Publication info may not be listed.
Credible Sources
Be able to name at least 2 kinds of credible sources.
Official government websites Peer-reviewed journals Reputable news sources

Institutional sites that represent universities, regulatory agencies, governing bodies, and respected 
organizations with specific expertise



Less credible sources
Be able to name at least 2 sources that are not very credible.
Blogs Individual or business websites

Web forums Materials published by an entity that may have an ulterior motive

Whats the difference between these things??
Primary vs. Secondary Sources
Primary=First person to say
Secondary=People who write 
about other sources

Scholarly vs. Popular Sources
Scholarly= Published; Scholars 
from Universities
Popular= For non-scholars; 
magazines, easy to read

Older vs. New/Current Sources
Older= good for historical stories 
that don't change
New/Current= Good for topics 
that change quickly 

What are tenses?
Tense is a method that we use in English to refer to time - past, present and future. 
Be able to fix a paragraph with   improper tenses.  

Works Cited
Works Cited is a list of sources that you have incorporated within your paper by using the ideas, 
information, and quotes of others.
With information provided, be able to properly cite a source from:
A book by David Anderegg called Worried All The Time and published in New York by Free Press in 
2003. 
A book
Anderegg, David. Worried All the Time. New York: Free Press, 2003.
The internet
An article by Mark Miller titled “Parting with a Pet” found on May 16, 2004 at 
<http://www.msnbc.com/news/977726.asp?Ocv-KV20> in the October 8, 2003 issue of Newsweek 
Online.
Miller, Mark. “Parting with a Pet.” Newsweek Online. 8 Oct. 2003.           

<http://www.msnbc.com/news/977726.asp?Ocv-KV20> 
16 May 2004 

What is a statement of   purpose?  
A Statement of Purpose is a sentence that you write, which states, in some detail, what you want to 
learn about in your research project.
The statement guides you as you work so that you will read and take notes only on what's needed for 
your project. 

What kind of questions will be on your final examination?
Expect everything:
True or False
Fill in the blank
Choose the right answer
Edit this paragraph/sentence
Matching

Any Questions? Email jwcomposition@gmail.com


